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Retrospect and prospect of the study on
Eumdok-kugyol

Nam, Kyeong-nan

This study is the arrangement of the study result until now
about especially Eumdok-kugyol.

Eumdok-kugyol study seriously started from the 1970s. After
that, it has focused on the letter approach and has gradually
subdivided, so it has remained on describing the original letter of
kugyol letter type and reading, distribution and combination type,
orthography and grammar features. And in the 1990s, not only
made the study clear the historical research and the form function
about Kugyol letter type, but also integrated these studies, and
there were the trials of the general arrangement of Kugyol. And in
the 2000s, the study came to write several thesises of degrees
organized Eumdok-kugyol letter type and grammar features based
on the previous studies.

The study results of Eumdok-kugyol introduced in this paper
divided into (1) letter study, (2) morphologic and syntactic study,
(3) the others, and examined the results yearly from 1970 to 2000.

The study about Eumdok-kugyol until now mostly dealt with
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the letter side and morphologic and syntactic side. Through
comparing and contrasting with the annotations published from
Gangyoung-dogam in the 15th century, it is time to arrange the
grammar form of some Kugyol which has been hard to make clear
all the while. In the side of Korean history, Eumdok-kugyol
materials play a bridge role for Buho Seokdok-kugyol materials in
the period of Goryeo and Hangeul Kugyol material published after
Hangeul invention. So if it turns out a relevance between good
Eumdok-kugyol materials which are easy to figure out the
meaning and annotations in the 15th century, it can find more
clear evidence about the language transition before and after
Hunmin—jungeum invention.

To do that, even though the study on Eumdok-kugyol was
introduced to the academic world, it is the urgent problem to
secure the researchers for analyzing the materials systematically
and sticking at the study. And also the challenge is to make sure
to classify and arrange a lot of Eumdok-kugyol materials of piled
up Confucianism and Buddhism scripts which is not excavated yet.
This task is the fundamental study to clarify the lineage of
Kugyol transition from the period of Goryeo and the end of Joseon
dynasty. Even if the task is expended time and effort, it should be
accomplished.

Along with this, collecting, arranging, and spreading the original
copy or Youngin-bon of Eumdok-kugyol material which has
excavated all the while must be settled without delay.
Furthermore, the remaining task is also to publish a guidebook for
the systematic study about Eumdok-kugyol.
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